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“The Tell-Tale Heart” 
The narrator starts off the story by telling you he’s not crazy. He 
about an old man who lives in his house has never done anything 
wrong to him, but for some reason, the old man’s pale blue eye has 
made him crazy. Whenever the old man looks at him, he gets very 
angry, and so he decided he must kill the old man. 
The narrator continuously says that he’s not crazy. He claims the 
fact that he has proceeded cautiously while planning the murder 
indicates that he is sane. For a whole week, he has snuck into the 
man’s room every night, but every time he does, the old man is 
asleep and his eyes are closed. The narrator cannot bring himself 
to kill the man without seeing his “Evil Eye.” On the eighth night, 
however, the man hears him and wakes up. The narrator waits for 
an hour until he thinks the man is asleep again. Eventually, the 
narrator shines his lamp on the old man’s eye. The narrator 
immediately becomes furious , and he starts hearing the beating of 
a heart so loud that he’s scared the neighbors will hear it. He 
runs into the room and smothers the old man with his own 
mattress. When he is done, he dismembers the corpse and hides 
the body parts beneath the floorboards. There is a knock on the 
front door; the neighbors reported hearing shouting from the 
house so the police came to investigate. The narrator invites them 
inside to search. He tells the police that he had a bad dreamed 
and he was the one who had yelled. He also told them that the old 
man isn’t home. He is so confident in himself that he invites the 
police to sit and hang out for a while. But he starts hearing the 
heart (of the old man) beating again he pretends not to hear it, 
but it keeps getting louder and louder. Soon, the narrator cant 
take the noise anymore and he admits to killing the old man. 
 

• Basically the heart beat he was hearing was (probably) his 
own. The reason he confessed was because of guilt. His guilt 
overtook him and he had to confess. 

• The entire story he is trying to convince us as well as 
himself that he is sane, and that he’s really not crazy when 
he clearly is. 


