
The Cold War heats up

The 1950’s

Aim:  How did Truman set the stage for 
American Cold War policy?



Truman’s



Think and Write:
1) How did the fact that Truman dropped the Atomic Bomb on 

Japan affect his ability to set Cold War policy?
2) Do you think his policy of Containment was a wise policy for 

the Cold War?  Explain.



Truman Doctrine

“I believe that it must be the policy of the 
United States to support free people who 
are resisting attempted subjugation by 
armed minorities or by outside 
pressures… The free peoples of the world 
look to us for support in maintaining 
their freedoms.”

CONTAINMENT



Marshall Plan



Berlin Airlift  
(24 June 1948 – 11 May 1949)



Communist Revolution in China



Mao Zedong 



1948 Election



Korean War (1950-1954)

Cost 54,000 lives and $22 billion



MacArthur pushes his 

weight 

General MacArthur wants to invade inland 
China.  Truman says

“Mr Prima Donna, Brass Hat, Five Star MacArthur.”

“wrong war, , at the wrong place, at the wrong time, and with 
the wrong enemy.”

MacArthur addresses Congress... "And like the old soldier of 
that ballad, I now close my military career and just fade away 
— an old soldier who tried to do his duty as God gave him the 
light to see that duty. Good-bye."





Conclusion:

1) Was Truman’s policy of containment wise?

- Should he have done something different?  
Did it always work?

2) Was he an effective president?



The Cold War at Home

Aim: How did fear of Communism change 
America?



Think and Write:  Analyze the cartoon below.  How 

could fear of communism threaten our country?



Duck and cover exercises 

government film showed to school children

Family fallout shelters

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixy5FBLnh7o
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=0DF58700-5F4C-44D8-A721-875B8B29B225&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US


• Truman sets up loyalty and Security Program

• HUAC- search out disloyal people

• Hollywood Ten and blacklists

• McCarran Act- unlawful to plan any action 
that might lead to establishment of 
totalitarian dictatorship in US



In a free country, we punish men for the crimes 
they commit, but never for the opinions they 
hold.

-Truman





Spy Cases

Alger Hiss and Julius and Ethel Rosenberg



McCarthyism





US Defense Budget 1940-1990



1957, Sputnik launches space race





The Greatest Generation

Aim: How does America emerge out of WWII to 
become the “greatest generation?”

Think and Write:

1) When soldiers return from war- there is often 
a vacuum for jobs.  What could the govt do 
to alleviate that problem?

2) Why do you think they were called the 
Greatest Generation?



Happy 
Days of 

the 1950’s



Read the poem:  How does suburban 
life encourage conformity? 

And they all play on the golf course
And drink their martinis dry,
And they all have pretty children
And the children go to school,
And the children go to summer camp
And then to the university,
Where they are put in boxes
And they come out all the same.

Malvina Reynolds, “Little Boxes”



Truman’s

DOMESTIC 

POLICY





The GI Bill of Rights, of course, had more to do with thrusting us
into a new era than anything else. Millions of people whose
parents or grandparents had never dreamed of going to college
saw that they could go… Essentially I think it made us a far more
democratic people. -Nelson Poynter, Former GI







Eisenhower elected 1952



Interstate Highway Act (1954)



The amount of concrete poured to form 
these roadways would build… six 
sidewalks to the moon… More than any 
single action by the government since 
the end of the war, this one would 
change the face of America.

-President Eisenhower







Household skills take her into the garment 
trades; neat and personable, she becomes the 
office workers and sales lady, patient and 
dexterous, she does well on competitive, 
detailed factory work; compassionate, she 
becomes teacher and nurse.  

Life, 1956



The problem lay buried, unspoken, for many
years in the minds of American women. It was a
strange stirring, a sense of dissatisfaction, a
yearning that women suffered in the middle of
the twentieth century in the United States. Each
suburban wife struggled with it alone. As she
made the beds, shopped for the groceries,
matched slipcover material, ate peanut butter
sandwiches with her children, chauffeured Cub
Scouts and Brownies… she was afraid to ask even
of herself the silent question- “Is this all?”

-Betty Friedan,   The Feminine Mystique, 1963



The Corporate World

These Motivational analysts… are adding depth to 
the selling of ideas and products.  They are 
learning, for example to offer us considerably 
more than the actual item involved.  A Milwaukee 
advertising executive commented to colleagues in 
print on the fact that women will pay two dollars 
and a half for skin cream but no more than 
twenty five cents for a cake of soap.  Why?  Soap, 
he explained, only promises to make them clean.  
The Cream promises to make them beautiful.

Vance Packard, The Hidden Persuaders, 1957



Large corporations encouraged conformity and 
offered training programs- some critics 
considered them schools of indoctrination-
that helped develop the “corporate image.”  
At some large companies, holding the proper 
beliefs was just as important as wearing a 
necktie.



The Civil Rights Problem



Civil Rights?????


